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General Marking Guidance

e All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners
must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they
mark the last.

e Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must
be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than
penalised for omissions.

e Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not
according to their perception of where the grade boundaries
may lie.

e There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark
scheme should be used appropriately.

e Allthe marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded.
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if
the answer matches the mark scheme. Examiners should also
be prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response
is not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme.

e Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and
exemplification may be limited.

e When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must
be consulted.

e Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has
replaced it with an alternative response.
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Question
number

Answer

Mark

1

8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge,
understanding and specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

e Prayer is considered an act of devotion.

e Prayer can be private or corporate and entails communicating
with God.

e Prayer can be seen as an expression of a Christian’s
relationship with God.

e Different types of prayer such as petition, praise and
intercession are utilised.

e Prayer is a significant feature of the life and faith of a Christian.

(8)

Level

Mark | Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

(AO1).

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious

e Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs

Level 2

3-5 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

ideas and beliefs (AO1).

(AO1).

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious

e Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding

Level 3

6-8 e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

throughout (AO1).
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

of understanding (AO1).

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious

e Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth




Question Answer Mark
number
2 3 marks AO1, 6 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting the
AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e Christians believe that God is the Creator of all things and thus
the primary source of all life.
e Christians believe that God created the universe ex nihilo (out of
nothing).
e Christians believe that creation reflects the beauty and
intelligence of God.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to
AO2.

e The implication for the Christian of belief in an eternal
soul is because they are created in the image God
and one of God'’s attributes is that he is eternal.

e Christians believe that they have been created to
carry out God’s will and therefore implying that their
lives have meaning, purpose and an ultimate destiny.

e Augustine’s belief that human beings are created with
freewill implies that they have a level of rationality
and therefore they are able to reflect on their actions
and choices.

e A belief in God as Creator influences the behaviour of
Christians because they believe they were created
with an element of the divine in them implying that
they know through their conscience when they are
doing wrong.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to
gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

(9)




Level Mark | Descriptor
No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-3 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
e Information/issues are identified (AO2).
e Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2).
Level 2 | 4-6 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO02).
e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (A02).
Level 3 | 7-9 e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).
e Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).
e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of elements
in the question (A02)
Question Indicative content Mark
number
3 3 marks AO1, 6 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge
and understanding using specialist language and terminology
when responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors
described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e For Christian artists their creative work reflects the gifts that God
has bestowed upon them.
e Expression through art has become part of Christian worship for
many.
e This expression in art reflects important beliefs for example nativity
art indicating a belief in incarnation.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to
AO2.

e The expression within art is significant because it can
play an essential part for many in Christian devotion.

e This expression is significant, for the reason that
religious identity, as reflected in art, identifies features
of Christianity.

e This expression is significant given that it has
consequently been evident in the role that Christianity
has had over the centuries in shaping society and
culture.

e This expression is significant because it is sometimes




Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to
gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

understood as a reflection of an experience of the
divine.

(9)

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-3

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Information/issues are identified (AO2).

Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (A02).

Level 2

4-6

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

Level 3

7-9

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AQ2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (A02).

Question
number

Indicative content Mark

4(a)

8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge,
understanding and specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

The Bible containing the Old & New Testaments is considered by
many Christians to be the Word of God.

The Bible demonstrates and records how God has revealed
himself to mankind.

Many Christians believe the Bible to be divinely inspired.

The Bible contains material that is considered a source of moral
law such as the Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the
Plain.

For some Christians (Roman Catholics) the Bible is a source of
authority that is combined with tradition in order to understand




and clarify aspects of the Bible that might be open to (8)

interpretation.

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AO1).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding
(AO01).

Level 3

6-8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth
of understanding (AO1).




Question
number

Indicative content

Mark

4(b)

5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting
AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AO1l.

Various approaches such as literal, moral, allegorical, and
anagogical ways to interpret scripture.

Models of criticism such as literary, form, redaction, source and
historical.

Modern approaches such as feminist, liberationist and scientific
interpretations.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AO2.

Methods such as literal, moral, allegorical, and anagogical ways
to interpret scripture are seen as a strength because they bring
into focus the Bible’s historical and moral context and thus the
various authors’ intended meanings.

It could be argued that the models of criticism approach allows
the plain meaning of the words to be based on an
understanding of the historical and cultural settings and
therefore the Bible’s true meaning is determined by the original
author and not the recipient or reader.

The various models of interpretation are important and as a
consequence they strengthen the intellectual credibility of the
Bible.

A Feminist approach might be seen as a strength because it
attempts to counter the gender bias in the text itself.

A Liberationist approach might be seen as a strength because it
attempts to counteract the detrimental effects of oppressive
texts and instead uses the texts for the liberation of the poor or
oppressed.

Different groups seek to interpret the Bible from their own
perspective and this might be seen as a weakness because it
might cast doubt on the idea of divine inspiration for the Bible.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be
able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

(20)




Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-5 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
e Information/issues may be selected (AO2).
e Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2).
e Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).
e Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).
Level 2 | 6-10 ¢ A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).
e Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2).
e Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AO2).
e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).
e Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).
Level 3 11-15 | ¢ A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of
reasoning (AQ2).
e Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AO2).
¢ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).
e Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (A02).
Level 4 | 16-20 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence (AO2).




